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Electrostatic Discharge 
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Lafayette, CA 


Our own Gerry White, WB6IZE, will 
be offering a videotape on static elec- 
tricity, by one of the nation’s experts 
on the subject. Entitled Electrostatic 
Discharge, it is a training tape of Dan 
Anderson from Richmond Technology, 
Inc. explaining the ins and outs of static 
electricity. .. 

According to Gerry, Mr. Anderson 
will describe how electrostatic discharge 
is generated, the many strange ways 
that it can destroy solid state devices 
and the efforts industry is making to 
control it. Gerry promises it is a most 
entertaining and humorous presenta- 
tion of this important material, so it 
should be a very interesting evening 
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Magic at the VE Sessions 
By Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


Each month a unique band of individuals come together for a unique purpose. They 
are dedicated to add new amateur radio operators and upgrade the rest of us. MDARC 
is enhanced by their special MAGIC. Their leaders, Jim Wallace, WB6LQG, and 
Anthony Stanton, AC6GM, organize and staff this event. Stop in at 6:00 PM before 
the meeting and thank this dedicated group. Here they are in alphabetical order: 


Charles Arthur AC6WU 


; Albert Lee AD6BK 
Gene Angvick AC6WV Sam Lipson KO6JR 
Dick Brown KT6X Don Lyles AC6VZ 
Jim Brunk N6BHX Norm Melick = KQ6SD 
Jean Brunk N6LGE Mike Morrow 
Jay Caldis KT6Y Lou Norberg AD6BC 
Don Coons KF6CTJ Paul Parker WB6DHH 
Judy Coons KF6FGD Richard Schulze AA6DL 
Bruce Crosky John Schulze KF6MNL 
Will Eugeno AB6AY Pete Smith W6NZY 
Hal Engel AC6VZ Jeff Straus KE6QYM 
Ofelia Engel KE6WPD Bill Trousdale = AC6MN 
Mike Forest W6GUN Mary Walker N6NVA 
Karl Frazer Laura Wallace © KEGETX 
Dan Goemmel KQ6AR Glen Zumwalt | KJ6EN 
Jim Greenwood AD6AM Vickie Zumwalt N6KLS 


I am sad to report to you that an institution is closing its doors temporarily. The 
Base Station has lost its lease and will be closing on or before March 15. If you have 
a gift certificate from The Base Station you will need to redeem it ASAP. They will not 
be honored when the store reopens. The goods news for us is that there are great 
deals at The Base Station right now. Stop on by and pick up a bargain. 

73, Greg 


Know Your Officers: Mike Patterson, KE6JGA, 
Vice president MDARC 


By Dick Schulze, AAGDL 


When Mike Patterson agreed to run for vice president our club was the winner. He 
has been an active member and enthusiastically participated in numerous projects 
including PACIFICON. He is also a strong supporter of RACES and the Sheriff’s 
uniform group. Among the previous positions he held was two years as public service 
chair where he successfully recruited countless personnel to run the myriad of events 
in which the club participates. 

Mike was born in Arkansas and raised in Missouri. He graduated from high school 
in Springfield then attended South West Missouri State and University of Missouri 
where he graduated magna cum laude in Electrical Engineering. Graduating with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering is a feat in itself let alone with honors. 

Mike’s first job after graduation was with Chevron where he has worked for 21 
years. Due to a reshuffling at Chevron he is now working for GTE but still doing the 
same work at the Chevron facility in San Ramon. His specialty is wireless communica- 
tions. 

He is a registered engineer in the State of California, a Senior Member of the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers, a member of the National Society of 
Professional Engineers, and a member of the Radio Club of America, a group of 
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Mt. DiabloAmateur 
Radio Club W6CX 


R P.O. Box 


R 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


(925) 932-6125 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of 
the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the 
policy of the editor to publish all material submitted by the 
membership provided such material is in good taste, relevant 
to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC members, and 
space is available. 


All material must be submitted to the editor by the first of 
day of the month of publication. Material is accepted on a 
first-in, first-out basis. Articles and other material may be sub- 
mitted via Internet email to carriereditor@home.com (pre- 
ferred), w6uv@dnai.com, or delivered to the editor at the ad- 
dress listed below. Material will be accepted in plain ASCII or 
rich text format (RTF). Material may also be submitted as 
hardcopy. 

All material published in the Carrier may be reproduced for 
noncommercial use provided such use credits both the MDARC 
Carrier and the author of the article. Copyrighted material 
without accompanying written permission to republish will 
not be accepted. 

The opinions expressed in the Carrier are soley those of the 
editor or other contributors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of either the Board of Directors or membership of 
MDARC. 


Club Officers 
President 
Greg Estep, KEGVTA (925) 830-8615 


Vice President 
Mike Patterson, KE6JGA (925) 944-8786 


Secretary 
Paul Dickey, N6GJOX (925) sean 
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Marie Lewis, KF6GLV (925) 933-0420 


Emergency Coordinator 
Robert Hampton, KF6FGH — (925) 625-4033 


Directors 
John Stuart, KM6QX (925) 283-2797 
Ed Ritchie, K6SFD (925) 837-3265 
Cal Groom, KE60EH (925) 439-7843 
Keith Lattin, NGPMF (925) 427-1651 


Membership Chairman 
Sam Lipson, KO6JR (925) 229-5705 


Public Service 
Jeff Hart, KFGEUM (925) 798-9281 


Carrier Editor 
Jerry Gardner, W6UV (925) 735-7325 
2236 Tahiti Drive carriereditor@home.com 
San Ramon, CA 94583 


Rocky Ridge Repeater Committee 
Chairman 
Jim Brunk, N6GBHX (925) 372-8248 


Technical Manager 
Barry Winkler, KCGWYA (925) 427-2121 


W6CX Repeaters 
147.060/+ (100 PL) 
224.780/- (077PL) 
441.325/+ (100 PL) 
ATV: In 1253.25 Out 427.25 (Cable Channel 58) 
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persons who have made contributions to radio. When not doing all of the 
other ham related services he gives engineering presentations at elementary 
schools. 

Mike’s wife Marsha is no academic slouch either having earned a master’s 
degree in Physical Therapy from Boston University. Due to a stroke she is 
confined to a wheel chair but has not slowed down. She writes articles for the 
Physical Therapists Trade Journal, is an officer in the county stroke support 
group and attends DVC where she is working on another degree this time in 
child and family support. Of course, she is a licensed ham too, KE6WKD. 

Mike and Marsha live in Walnut Creek and have two children, Brayden, 13, 
who attends Foothill Intermediate and is active in drama and Marleigh, 11, . 
who attends Walnut Acres Elementary and is a softball enthusiast. 

Being responsible for our monthly programs Mike would welcome any input 
and suggestions. 


Don’t Give Me Any Static! 


By Mike Patterson, KE6JGA, Vice President 


Have you ever touched a piece of electronic equipment and have it suddenly 
stop working? It happened to a colleague of mine recently. Did you wonder 
what happened? Well, now’s your chance to find out. 

Our own Gerry White, WB6IZE, will be offering a videotape on static elec- 
tricity, by one of the nation’s experts on the subject. Entitled Electrostatic 
Discharge, it is a training tape of Dan Anderson from Richmond Technol!- 
ogy, Inc. explaining the ins and outs of static electricity. This tape was pre- 
pared by the Motorola Service Training Center in Plantation, Florida, where 
they make their portable radios. It’s used by Motorola to train their own ~-- 
technicians. Mr. Anderson is the guy that invented today’s method for dop- 
ing the plastic bags used to protect sensitive electronic parts, so he knows his 
stuff. 


. According to.Gerry, Mr. Anderson will describe how electrostatic discharge 


is generated, the many strange ways that it can destroy solid state devices 
and the efforts industry is making to control it. Gerry promises it is a most 
entertaining and humorous presentation of this important material, so it should 
be a very interesting evening. 

We'll see you Friday night, February 19, 1999, same time, same station. 


Want PACIFICON Information? 


PACIFICON has a new E-mail address.Please address any questions or com- 
ments topaccon99@pacbell.net. 


The Year 2000 For Amateurs—A summary 

By Mike Patterson, KEGJGA 

At January’s general meeting, we had a presentation on the Year 2000 
problem and how it may impact amateur radio operators. It was well re- 
ceived, and afterwards I was asked to summarize what we said in an article 
for the Carrier, so that those of you unable to attend the meeting could get 
the information. 

There is much more to say about the subject than could possibly be put 
into a single article. I'll try to describe some of the core information here, but 
much more will be available on the MDARC web site at http:// 
www.mdarc.org, probably by the time you read this. 

At the meeting, Greg Estep, KEGVTA, Howard Burk, KE6PTT, and I de- 
scribed the problem and how it could impact computers and our nation’s 
infrastructure, showed a slide of Y2K myths versus reality and one with some 
suggestions on what we all can do to prepare. We advised the meeting on 
the Y2K status of the club’s equipment on Mt. Diablo and what some major 
manufacturers had to say about the Y2K status of the radios they make. We 
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The Year 2000 For Amateurs—A Summary 
continued from page 2 


also showed a list of critical dates that could impact computers and systems (there are a lot more than just Jan. 1, 2000; in fact, 
some have already occurred) and a slide with a few web sites that may be of interest to hams. 

The Year 2000 Problem, also called the Millennium Bug, is a programming problem that has the potential to affect any micro- 
processor chip or software program that processes date information. In the early days of computers, programmers conserved 
memory space by using only two characters for the year. So, for example, this year would be just 99, not 1999, to the computer. 
When the year 2000 arrives, some microprocessors and programs may think it’s really 1900. Others might get even more 
confused and think it’s another date, or just shut down completely. Our dependence on microprocessors and computers is so total 
that some fear our entire infrastructure could shut down. But this won’t happen. 

Some of the myths are that banks will fail, the stock market will crash, power, water and sewers will stop working, your car will 
die and airplanes will fall from the sky at the stroke of midnight. The reality is that there will likely be some spot problems of 
relatively short duration. Some ATMs may fail or run out of money and some computers or other machines may decide the year 
is 1900 or even 1980. But most all will continue to function. Some airlines have announced that they will not have planes in the 
air at midnight, Dec. 31, 1999. This is not because they fear the aircraft equipment, but more the air traffic control system. Of 
course, many other nations are not as far along on addressing this issue as the U.S., so some of your international DX friends may 
not be in as good a shape. 

Icom and Yaesu have both advised that their radios are Year 2000 Ready, as they have no date-sensitive circuits. Kenwood was 
more circumspect, saying that they are working on it real hard, but “we cannot provide you with an unqualified assurance regard- 
ing Year 2000 compliance.” Standard has not responded to my inquiries. 

There are a lot of things you can do to prepare for the arrival of Y2K, depending on your assessment of the risk. Many of these 
are the same things you should do to prepare for any disaster. A few of them are: Make sure your ready kit is ready. Keep copies 
of all bank and investment statements. Get a Social Security estimate statement of earnings and benefits. Set aside some cash. 
Make sure your vehicles are full of fuel and in good condition. Have fresh batteries available for your flashlights and radios. Get 
refills on all your prescriptions. For other thoughts, see some of the web sites mentioned below. 

If you would like more information, a good place to start is, of course, our own web site at http://www.mdarc.org, where a 
section has been set up with copies of the handouts provided at the January meeting. There are hundreds of web sites devoted to 
Y2K. A list of some of them is on the MDARC web site, but a few we suggest include, 


For emergency preparation: 


* Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) http://www.fema.gov/y2k/ 

* The Cassandra Project http://cassandraproject.org/ 

* Individual Preparation for Y2K http://cassandraproject.org/indprep.html 
* Emergency Response & Research Institute 

Year2000(Y2k) Resource Page http://www.emergency.com/y2kpage.htm 


For Global Positioning System Links (GPS): 
U.S. Coast Guard Date Rollover Issues http://www.navcen.uscg.mil/gps/geninfo/y2k/ 
U.S. Air Force Navstar GPS Joint Program Office Y2K homepage http://www.laafb.af.mil/SMC/CZ/homepage/y2000/ 


For general news and information on the topic: 
PC Week Online http://www.zdnet.com/peweek/y2k/ 


And for getting some software to test your PC for Y2K Readiness: 
Download.Com for the PC http://www.download.com/ 


If you want copies of the handouts, but do not have Internet access, send me an email at mapa@ieee.org and I will send you back 
copies of the handouts. If you do not have email, give me a call and I will bring a copy to the February meeting. 


MDARC Board of Directors Minutes Caldis, KT6Y, and Dick Schulze, AA6DL, RRRG—Howard 
January 11, 1999 Burk, KE6PTT. Also present was Laura Wallace, KE6ETX. 
Greg announced the Board meeting schedule for the year. 
The meeting was called to order by President Greg Estep, | The meetings will be on the first Monday rather than the sec- 
KE6VTA, at 7:30 pm at Emil Villa’s Restaurant, Concord. Other | ond. The next meeting will be on Feb. 1 at Emil Villa’s. 
officers and directors present: Vice-President Mike Patterson, Tracey reported on plans for the summer picnic, scheduled 
KE6JGA, Sect’y Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Treasurer Marie Lewis, for July 17 beginning at 10:00 am at Rankin Park in Martinez. 
KF6GLYV, Ed Ritchie, K6SFD, Keith Lattin, N6PMF and John Jim led a discussion of RRRG plans for 6 cavities for 2 meters, 
Stuart, KM6QX. Committee Chairmen present: Membership— | which would cost approximately $2,000 less funds from the 
Sam Lipson, KO6JR, Education—Jim Wallace, WB6LQG, sale of duplex equipment. The new equipment will have pass 
RRRG—Jim Brunk, N6BHX, Social—Tracey Schwartz, frequency capability versus the present notch out pass capabil- 
KEGTOT. Others present: Pacificon—Dick Brown, KT6X, Jay | ity. Although approved last year, due to technical difficulties the 
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purchase and installation was not com- 
pleted. The Board approved the alloca- 
tion of up to $2000 from capital funds 
for the purchase to be included in the 
new budget. 

dim and Howard also discussed the 
repeater delayed response timing. Jim 
announced that the meetings of the re- 
peater group would be on the 2nd Sat- 
urday of the month 

Dick Brown noted that all the key jobs 
at Pacificon had been filled with excel- 
lent people. 

Sam Lipson announced great progress 
in restructuring the membership list. At 
the current time, approximately 245 
members had renewed. Ten percent of 


Lopk for the 

HAG Home Page 

on the World Wide Web 
bnpyAwav hamradio com 
centre 


Near Disneyland 
BURBANK, CA 91508 


$880 at 231d Ave, ramp 


SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 
$375 Kearny Vilia Rd. 
(619) 560-4900 
(800) 854-6046 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 
{408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Ken, KIZKM. Mgr. 
KOM@HAMRADIO.COM 


Lawrence Expwy. 

So. irom Hwy. 101 

NEW CASTLE, DE 19720 
1609 N. Dupont Hwy, 
(302) 322-7092 

(800) 644-4476 

Bob, 


the memberships were family, and about 
two-thirds overall were repeater support- 
ers. 

The question of commercial links to our 
web site with an in-kind credit was to be 
determined. 

Mike Patterson mentioned that the next 
regular meeting would feature a panel of 
speakers on the Y2K situation. 

Treasurer Marie Lewis noted that she 
did not have the year-end bank state- 
ments to prepare a balance. It will be 
available at the next meeting. 

Under new business, Education Chair- 
man Jim Wallace, WB6LQG, advised that 
he needed instructors for the 3rd Friday 
classes, and also that he was looking for 


a VE chairman. - 

Several questions were raised concern- 
ing the Carrier, such as what rates to 
charge for advertising, and the valuation 
of in-kind merchandise. Also, questions 
of format for pictures and articles need 
to be clarified. 

The Board concluded that responsibil- 
ity for the MDARC table at Pacificon was 
the responsibility of the Membership 
Chairman. 

Ed Ritchie announced that the next 
RACES/ARES training session would be 
on Saturday the 23rd of Jan. at the Fire 
Department Administration Building and 
the corner of Crow Canyon and Bollinger 
Rds., beginning at 8:30 a.m. 


“KENWOOD : 


TS-50S/ T 'S-BOS te reansceivevom 


© TS+SOS - World's smatiest HF Transceiver 
" 100W out, (90W TS-60S, 50mHz only} 
+ SSB. CW. AM, FM 


WISK, Mgt. * 12V Gen. Cov, AX, 6.4 Ibs. 7,16 x 2.4 x 9.32" 


AT.13 1/4 mu, So. -298 


NEW LOCATION! 


PHOENIX. AZ 85021 
1939 W. Dunlap Ave. 
(602) 242-3515 
(800) 444-9476 
Gary, WB7SLY. Bigr, 
1 mi, east of 1-17 


ATLANTA, GA 30340 
8071 Butord Highway 


(770} 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

John, KB4NUC, Mgr, 
Doravitte, 1 mi. no, of 1-285. 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 22191 
Washington 0.C. area 
44803 Build America Dr. 
(703) 643-1063 

(890) 444-4799 

Bick, 


AASOB, Mgr. 
Exit 161, 1-95. So. to US 1 


(800) 444-0047 
Chuck, KM4NZ, Mor. 
CUV@HAMRADIO.COM 
Exit 1, 1-93; 

28 mi. No. of Boston 


AZ, CA, £0, GA, VA 
fesidents aad sales tax. 
Prices, specifications. 
descriptions. subject 

ta change without notice, 


COAST TO COAST 
FREE SHIPPING 


UPS - Most items Over $100 


* 105db dynamic range, 100 Mems, 
© Opt. ext, ant, luners available (TS-5S0S onty) 
Cali Now For Our Low Pricing! 


12 Store Buying Power! 


WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


OAKLAND, CA 94606 
2210 Livingston St. 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
510 Lawrence Expwy, #102 
(408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 


DJ-G5T_ awaco 

#200 Mems. Clonadle 

+ Dual Ax, {VV of Ui} 
* Built-in CTCSS 


TH-79A(D}owssout Ai Ca manones 

+ 2.7W 2. 2W 440 + 4.Sw wioptionat battery 
saree an CALL NOW FOR 
“az Memotes LOW INTRO PRICE? 
+ OTMF Memories 


* Buill-In CTCSS Enc./Dec. 
» User-Frisnoly Menu Sys. 


DX-70T we transcener 


100W 160-10 Mites = 10W 6M, Gencov. Ax 
Full OSK. 100 Mems, * Compact. Remotable 
Dual VFO, 12VDC + 6.2 tbs, 


CALL NOW FOR 

INTRO SPECIAL! 

TH-22AT 1-775/ DSP HF/ Transceiver 
———a + 200W HF Transceiver * 101 memories. 
Ultra Compact ° OSP built-in + Digital noise reduction 

© 2M HT, 5W opt. + Digital aytomatic notch « Digital LPF and HPF 
«40 Memones. * QSK, Digital CW fitter * Built-in AC supply 

+ Encode Buitt-In ‘+ Twin PBT * Dual watch 

CALL NOW! Call Now For The Ultimate Radio! 


+ vssterrenere roma wertcsien cet 


FT-51R ET-50R 
2M/440mHz RT 2h 440enHz Compact kT 
+ 2W standard + Alpha numenc display aes 
° Peet ache > Wide Band receive < 
«Alpha Numenc * Battery Saver 
#120 Memories +112 Memones ET-1000MP_ ue transceiver 
© Spectrascooe = MikSpec — 
= DTMF Paging + HiSpeed scanning + Enhanced Oigital Signal Processing 
= Coded SOL busit-in Call For Dual AX : 

Raptd Detiveries From Special Low Collin SSB filter built-in 

The Store Nearest To You! Pricing! Introductory *100W. Power supply built-in 
iB Pricing! Call Now For Low Intro. Pricing! 
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The Board approved reimbursement for John Stuart for a 
$75 donation to the Contra Costa Crisis Center for an emer- 
gency radio and antenna set-up. 

Greg adjourned the meeting at 8:50 pm. The next Board 
meeting will be Feb.1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary 


1999 Trailride Schedule 


By Joe Gregory, WA6DQN 


Here are the dates on which various horsemen’s groups for 
which MDARC has provided communications for many years 
have scheduled trailrides this year. These dates could change if 
weather conditions cause the event to be postponed or can- 
celled. ] have not had confirmation of the June 5 date for the 
Diablo Vista Endurance Ride, but expect to have it by the next 
MDAEC meeting. 

Saturday, May 1, 1999. Concord—Mt. Diablo Trail Ride Asso- 
ciation, Clayton. Operators install radios in 4-wheel drive ve- 
hicles of ride officials who follow trails on Mt. Diablo. Eight 
operators needed. 

Saturday, June 5, 1999. Diablo Endurance Ride. From Finlay 
Road, Tassajara. Morgan Territory and Southeast side of Mt. 
Diablo. Operate from check points in state park, on public roads. 


Six operators needed. 

Saturday, June 26, 1999, Moraga Horsemen’s Association, 
Bort Meadow, Anthony Chabot and Redwood Regional Parts, 
Oakland Hills. Operate from cars on park roads. 

August 13-14, 1999. International Arabian Horse Association 
Competitive Trailride. Location not yet determined. Date is ten- 
tative. Two day event. Operators who work both days get free 
campsite and meals. Probably 8 or 10 operators needed. 
Saturday, September 18, 1999. Las Trampas Endurance 
Trailride. Bort Meadow, Anthony Chabot and Redwood Re- 
gional Parks, Oakland Hills. Operate from check points on paved 
roads. Eight operators needed. 


Ramblings From The Editor 
By Jerry Gardner, W6UV 


The MDARC Board of Directors, at its February meeting, voted 
to allow me to accept advertising for the Carrier. The rates 
approved by the Board are: business card—$50, % page— 
$75, ¥2 page—$150, and full page—$300. All rates are for 12 
issues. Anyone wishing to submit an ad should mail it to my 
address as listed on page 2. All ads must be camera-ready. Ads 
do not have to be related to amateur radio. 

In addition to paid advertising, | will also accept “for sale” and 
“wanted” ads from members at no charge. These ads must be 


A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WSYI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


Antenna Masts 
Guy Wire 
Mast Bases 
Wire Clamps 


Copper Wire 
Baluns 

Magnetic Ant Bases 
Trunk mounts 

Ball Mounts 
Gutter Mounts 
Code Oscillators 


_ Egg Insulators 
Dog Bone Insulators 
Center Insulators 


LC 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(925) 685-7388 
Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4:00 
In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 


THE BASE STATION _ | 


Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters | 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas 
Gordon West Books and Practice Tapes 
Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MF Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu HF, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


Code+Theory Software 
SWR Meters 

Ground Rods 

Coax Patch Cords 

Mic Plugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and “N” 
Headphones 


HT Antennas 
Scanner Books 
Scanner Antennas 
Radio Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 
Operating Manuals 
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for personal items and not commercial in nature. save files in RTF format using an option from the “Save As” 
I have been asked by several members to clarify the format menu. 

acceptable for Carrier articles. There is a link on the Carrier Try not to use fancy formatting, such as tables, since my 
web page that describes in detail for formats I can accept, but Pagemaker import filter cannot handle it correctly. Please do 


since there is considerable interest in this topic, ] will summa- not use tabs to indent paragraphs, separate sentences with two 

rize the requirements here. spaces, or leave a blank paragraph between paragraphs. In fact, 

I prefer to receive articles via email in rich text (RTF) format. the less formatting, the better. Avoid using multiple fonts, and 

Most PC and many Macintosh word processing programs can if you need to emphasize something, use italics, not bold or 
underline. 


Contra Costa County RACES/ARES Unit 
1999 Training Program 


Date Program Location 


January 23 Net Management ; South County 
February 27 Message Center & Shadowing Central County 
March 27 Callout, Site Management, Site Operations & Personal Management East County 
April 24 ICS/SEMS Operation West County 
May 22 Interface Operations With Other Agencies South County 
September 19 Operating a Modern Radio East County 
October 15-17 PACIFICON All 

November 13 Basic Training, Field Operations & Ready Kit Central County 
December 11 Traffic Handling West County 


Class start at 8:30 am sharp 
E.D. Ritchie, K6SFD, Training Officer & ADEC South County 


| W6CX Signal Strength Report Form 

, 

| The Rocky Ridge Repeater Committee is trying to determine how our new antenna location has affected coverage. We would 

| appreciate it if as many members as possible would fill out and return the attached form. If you operate from multiple locations, 
with multiple radios or antennas or on multiple MDARC repeaters, please copy the form and submit one for each location, 

| radio, antenna and repeater. Please fill it out as completely as possible, but if there is some information you do not know don't | 

| let that stop you from sending it in. The more replies we can get the better we will be able to evaluate our coverage and make 
plans for improving it. 

Please send your replies to Jim Brunk, N6BHX. Mailing address: 514 Palms Drive, Martinez, CA 94553. E-mail: | 

| brunk@ix.netcom.com or via the DesignLink BBS. This form is also available on the MDARC Web Page and on the DesignLink 


If you are using a “beam” antenna, be sure it’s pointed at the top of Mt. Diablo. 


~ 


Which repeater? © 147.060 © 224.780 ¢ 441.325 Length and type of coax (if any): 
Type of receiver: 


Your location (city and cross streets please): 
Received signal strength: 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
Height of your antenna above ground: | 
Are you using a preamp? If yes, how many dB gain? | 

| 
Comments? (Please include any pertinent information such | 


as if there is a big hill directly between you and the top of the | 
Gain claimed by antenna mfr.: mountain.) | 
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NETS 
W6CX Nets 


APRS Net Tuesdays 1930 Hours CCCC Net Thursdays 1930 Hours 


147.060/+ (100 PL) 145.11- PL: 82.5 
Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Phone Net Thursdays 1930 Hours Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
147.060/+ (100 PL) Thursdays, 1900 Hours 
Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y Central County 145.680 Simplex 
ATV Net Thursdays 2000 Hours ; dim Brunk*, NGBHX 
Net Control: Mike Burke, KB6RMT (925) 372-8248 
Alternate: Sylvia, KC6YJV East County 146.535 Simplex 
Youth Net Thursdays 1900 Hours : dim Tittle*, KC6SOE 
147.060/+ (100 PL) (925) 432-3220 
Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6YAW South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
Ed Ritchie*, K6SFD 
Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net (925) 837-3265 
First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 West County 145.110/- 
MHz. Net Control: Jeff Straus, KE6J Rich Parker*, KD6JCT 


(510) 237-2777 


Sheriff's Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ QSY to 147.735/- (107.2 PL) at 1920 Hours 
707-785-2402 Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 
Sam Lipson, District Emergency Coordinator, KO6JR 
CCRA Net Mondays 1935 Hours (925) 229-5705 

147.735- 145.49- 145.41- PL: 107.2 


* Assistant District Emergency Coordinator 


Final 1999 MDARC Budget 


By Marie Lewis, KF6GLV 


Operating Income Subtotal $19,733 
Membership Dues $15,000 
Interest $420 Optional Operating Expenses 
Auction $1000 Field Day $450 
Subtotal $16,420 Telephone $360 
Speaker Gratuties $150 
PACIFICON $3000 Subtotal * $960 
Total Income $19,420 
Picnics and Parties Expenses 
Holiday Awards $300 
Operating Expenses Holiday Decorations $150 
Holiday Prizes $400 
Minimum Operating Expenses Subtotal $850 
Carrier Printing $3600 
Carrier Postage ‘$1500 Special Project Expenses 
Membership Expense $2000 Schools & Libraries $1500 
Miscellaneous $300 Trailer $1000 
Insurance - Liability $1200 RRRC Special Projects $3750 
Meeting Rent & Coffee $900 Subtotal $6250 
Office $100 
Repeater Operations $10,113 Total Expense $27,793 


State Filing Fee $20 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


February 1 


February 7 


February 19 


February 20 
February 28 


March 1 


7:30 pm 


1:00 pm 


8:00 pm 


8:00 am 


7:30 pm 


MDARC Board Meeting 


Sunnyvale VEC Exams 
Gene Capener, WW6H, 510-254-5090 


MDARC General Meeting 


PACIFICON General Meeting 
March Carrier Deadline 


MDARC Board Meeting 


Emil Villas 
Willow Pass, Concord 


Consolidated Fire Training Center 
2945 Treat Blvd., Concord 
1st Sunday even months 


Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Emil Villas 


Willow Pass, Concord 


Emil Villas 
Willow Pass, Concord 
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